City Council Agenda Report Meeting Date: 12/19/23

TO: City Council
FROM: Linda Herman, Park & Natural Resources Manager (896-7241)

RE: CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTON TO CONVEY TWO HUMBOLDT ROAD CITY GREENWAY
PROPERTIES TO THE CHICO AREA RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT.

REPORT IN BRIEF:

The City Council will consider authorizing the conveyance of two adjacent creekside greenway properties located at
2051 and 2177 Humboldt Road in southeast Chico to the Chico Area Recreation and Park District (CARD). The intent
of the conveyances is to build a new bicycle and mountain bike themed park, dog park, and other park facilities on the
properties. This proposal was reviewed by the Bidwell Park & Playground Commission at its meeting on 12/11/23.

Recommendation - The Public Works Director—Operations and Maintenance recommends approval of the
following resolution:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHICO FINDING OF EXEMPT SURPLUS LAND
UNDER THE SURPLUS LAND ACT AND AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF HUMBOLDT ROAD
CREEKSIDE GREENWAY PROPERTIES TO THE CHICO AREA RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT
(ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NOS. 002-110-007 AND 002-180-201)

FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no fiscal impact anticipated for the City. If approved by Council, the facility will be built and maintained by Chico
Velo, other local supporters, and CARD.

BACKGROUND:

For many years, the City and CARD have worked cooperatively to find ways to provide park and recreation services
that would best benefit the Chico community. The City Council previously authorized the conveyance of most of the
City's neighborhood parks (Henshaw, Hancock, Hartley, Highland, Humboldt Skate, Baroni, Wildwood and Emerson) or
vacant park lands (Henshaw property) to CARD. In addition, on 9/15/20 the Chico City Council approved a new
Intergovernmental Cooperative Agreement with CARD which states that the City and CARD agree to pursue
cooperative development of facilities, such as sport complexes, that couid enhance economic development and
recreation.

DISCUSSION:

The City and CARD were approached by the Chico Velo and other local supporting partners with the idea to build a new
bike park facility somewhere in Chico. The proposal also includes a dog park, parking, and other related park facilities.
A copy of the proposed bike-themed park concept for the properties is attached as Attachment A. The group
specifically inquired about the vacant City-owned land at the corner of Notre Dame Bivd and Humboldt Road as a
possible location for these park facilities. They also expressed interest in partnering with CARD to plan, develop and
maintain the facilities. If the property transfer is approved by Council, the planning process will provide an opportunity
for community input on the park design.

One of the properties requested to be conveyed is a vacant approximate 4.96-acre greenway property located in
southeast Chico at 2177 Humboldt Road. The other is an adjacent approximately 1.07-acre vacant greenway parcel at
2051 Humboldt Road along Little Chico Creek. Location and Parcel Maps of the two properties are in Exhibits A, B and
C in the Resolution attached as Attachment B). The CARD Board of Directors approved the proposed park design
concept and acceptance of the properties at their meeting on 8/24/23 if approved by the City Council.

Consideration for the conveyance of these properties would be the public benefit to the citizens of the Chico community,
s0 no funds for the conveyances will be exchanged. Reversionary rights secured by covenants would be recorded
against the properties under which the properties would revert to City ownership in the event CARD failed to operate
and maintain the properties as a public park facility. In addition, title insurance for the properties will be obtained which
would jointly insure CARD for fee title and the City for the reversionary interests.
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW:

Both properties are Zoned as Secondary Open Space (SO2). In addition, the conveyance of the properties from the
City to CARD has been determined not to have a significant effect on the environment consistent with California
Environmental Quality Act Categorical Exemption Section 15325(f) Transfer of Ownership of Interest in Land for Park
Purposes. If the resolution is adopted, a Notice of Exemption will be filed with the Butte County Clerk Recorder.

Reviewed By:

Erik Gustafson, 1

DISTRIBUTION:

City Clerk (3)
DPW-Engineering

ASD

Annabel Grimm, CARD

ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment A: Bike and Dog Park Design Concept
Attachment B: Resolution

““““ < -—=“ ™---mmended By:

Manager
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RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHICO
FINDING OF EXEMPT SURPLUS LAND UNDER THE SURPLUS LAND ACT AND
AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF HUMBOLDT ROAD
CREEKSIDE GREENWAY PROPERTIES TO THE
CHICO AREA RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT
(ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NOS. 002-110-007 AND 002-180-201)

WHEREAS, the City of Chico, a municipal corporation of the State of California, (“the
City”) is the owner of certain vacant real property located at 2051 Humboldt Road and 2177
Humboldt Road depicted in the attached Exhibits “A”, “B”, and “C” (“the Properties™); and

WHEREAS, the Chico Area Recreation and Park District (‘CARD”) is a recreation and
park district, duly organized and operating under California’s Public Resources dee Section
5780, et seq.; and

WHEREAS, CARD is interested in developing the Properties to build a dog park,
bicycle park, and other park amenities; and

WHEREAS, this Council has determined that it is in the best interests of the Chico
community that CARD own, maintain, and operate the Properties; and

WHEREAS, surplus City land that is transferred from a local agency to another local,
state, or federal agency constitutes “Exempt Surplus Land” under the California Surplus Land
Act pursuant to Government Code Section 54221(f)(1)(D); and

WHEREAS, the transfer of Properties from the City to CARD has been determined not
to have a significant effect on the environment consistent with California Environmental Quality
Act (“CEQA”) Categorical Exemption Section 15325(f) Transfer of Ownership of Interest in
Land For Park Purposes; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of City Charter Section 614, conveyance of City

property requires the affirmative vote of at least five members of the City Council.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Chico as

follows:

1.

The facts set forth in the Recitals, above, are true and correct and incorporated into the
findings below.

The Council of the City of Chico hereby finds and determines that the transfer of
Properties from the City to CARD is categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to
CEQA Guidelines Section 15325(f) — Class 25 (Transfer of Ownership of Interest in
Land For Park Purposes) and none of the exceptions to the exemptions under CEQA
Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply.

The City of Chico City Council hereby finds and determines that the Properties are
Exempt Surplus Land pursuant to Government Code Section 54221(f)(1)(D) as surplus
land that the City is transferring to CARD for park district use only.

The City Manager is hereby authorized to execute a Grant Deed, an agreement, and any
additional documents that are necessary to convey the Properties to CARD, subject to a
reversionary interest should CARD fail to operate and maintain the Properties as a park
facility. Such reversionary interest shall be secured by a covenant recorded against the
Properties.

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED by the Council of the City of

Chico at its meeting held on , by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAINED:

DISQUALIFIED:
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ATTEST:

Deborah R. Presson
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM

Tohn W Lam

John W. Lam {Dec 8, 2023 13:34 PST)

John W. Law
City Attorney*

* Approved pursuant to The Charter of the City of
Chico § 906(E)
















